
Black History 
Research Project 

Essay, Map, and Timeline 



Have students pick a famous 
African American to 

research using a book or the 
Internet.  Using their 

research, students will create 
an essay, map, and timeline 
about their famous African 

American.   
 

A model, using Martin Luther 
King Jr. as an example, is 

provided so students can see 
what is expected.     
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Essay 
Use the graphic organizers to 
help students to the following: 

 
1. Research a famous 

African American. 
2. Write a rough draft about 

the famous African 
American. 

3. Revise and edit the rough 
draft. 

4. Write a final copy.   



Black History Month Essay - Research 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

Growing Up 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Accomplishments 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Family 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Other Interesting Facts 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Source: 



Introduction: Include your person’s name and an interesting fact about them. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
2nd Paragraph: Include information about how your person grew up and their family. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3rd Paragraph:  Include information about your person’s accomplishments. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Explain why your person is important.   

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Black History Month Essay – Rough Draft 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 



Black History Month Essay – Revise and Edit 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

_____   All of the sentences begin with capital letters. 

_____   All of the sentences end with punctuation (. ? !) 

_____   All of the proper nouns are capitalized.  

_____   All of the paragraphs begin with an indentation. 

_____   All of the sentences are complete sentences. 

_____   I read my story aloud 2 times.   

Circle 5 words in your rough draft that might not be spelled 

correctly.   Check the words in a dictionary.  Write them 

correctly below. 

 

 

 

Add a detail to one of the paragraphs.  Write the new detail 

below. 

 

 

 

Choose 2 words in your rough draft that are boring.  Replace 

the boring word with a more interesting words.    Write the new 

words below.   
 

Edit your rough draft by using the checklist and questions below.   



___________________________ 

By:___________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 



Map 
 

Students research 
what states their 
famous African 

American visited.  
Students list the 

states, and then they 
label those states on a 

map.   

 
 



Black History Month Map 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

List states that were visited by or important to your famous African American 
below.  Then find and label the state in the map below.   

State 

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

Why it was significant to your famous African American 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 



Timeline 
 

Students research 
important dates in 

their African 
American’s life, and 
then they create a 
timeline using those 

dates.   

 
 



Black History Month Timeline 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

Find 5 years in your famous African American’s life that were important.  For 
example, the year they were born, the year they were married, or the year 
they received an award.  Then, create a timeline using these events below.   

Year 

_______________ 

_______________ 

_______________ 

_______________

_______________ 

 

Why it was significant to your famous African American 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 



Model using Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

 
The following pages are 
a model that you can 

show students so they 
know what is expected 

of them.  It is 
especially helpful to 

model writing an essay! 

 
 



Black History Month Essay - Research 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

Growing Up 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Accomplishments 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Family 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Other Interesting Facts 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Source: “Martin Luther King, Jr." The Biography Channel website. 2011. 01 March 2011  
                http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

-grandfather A.D. Williams 

was a pastor 

-had older sister Willie 

Christine and younger 

brother Alfred Daniel 

Williams  

-father Martin Luther King, 

Sr., was stricter than mom 

Alberta 

-born January 15, 1929 

-began public school when 

he was 5 

-upset when grandmother 

died, jumped out a 2nd story 

window 

-did well in school – skipped 

9th and 11th grade 

-received his Ph.D. when he was only 25 

-gave “I Have a Dream” speech to over 200,000 people 

-received Nobel Peace Prize 

-was valedictorian of class in college 

-inspired people to look past the color of skin and didn’t use violence 

-there is a national holiday the 3rd Monday of January in honor of him 



Introduction: Include your person’s name and an interesting fact about them. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
2nd Paragraph: Include information about how your person grew up and their family. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3rd Paragraph:  Include information about your person’s accomplishments. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Explain why your person is important.   

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Black History Month Essay – Rough Draft 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

                  Martin Luther King Jr. is an important person in United States 

history.   There is a national holleday honoring him on the 3rd monday of 

January because of his impact on our nation’s history.   

                Born on January 15, 1929.  He had an older sister and a 

younger brother.  Martin’s grandmother died when he was 12, and he 

was so sad that he jumped out a 2nd story window.  Despite this sad 

event, Martin did very well in school.  he even got to skip 9th grade and 

11th grade 

                  Martin went to colage and received his Ph.D. when he was 

only 25 years old.  Many people were inspired by him.  He gave his 

famus “I Have a Dream” speech to over 200,000 people, and encourijed 

others to be nonviolent.  Martin was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 

because of all of his acompishmints.   

Martin Luther king Jr. is a very important person in our nation’s history.  

He encouraged everyone to look past the color of people’s skin, and did 

so in a peeseful way!  

Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Introduction: Include your person’s name and an interesting fact about them. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
2nd Paragraph: Include information about how your person grew up and their family. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3rd Paragraph:  Include information about your person’s accomplishments. 

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Explain why your person is important.   

 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Black History Month Essay – Rough Draft Editing 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

                  Martin Luther King Jr. is an important person in United States 

history.   There is a national holleday honoring him on the 3rd monday of 

January because of his impact on our nation’s history.   

               Born on January 15, 1929.  He had an older sister and a younger 

brother.  Martin’s grandmother died when he was 12, and he was so sad 

that he jumped out a 2nd story window.  Despite this sad event, Martin 

did very well in school.  he even got to skip 9th grade and 11th grade 

                  Martin went to colage and received his Ph.D. when he was only 

25 years old.  Many people were inspired by him.  He gave his famus “I 

Have a Dream” speech to over 200,000 people, and encouraged others to 

be nonviolent.  Martin was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize because of all 

of his acompishmints.   

Martin Luther king Jr. is a very important person in our nation’s history.  

He encouraged everyone to look past the color of people’s skin, and did 

so in a peeseful way!  

M 

Martin Luther King Sr., his father, was much stricter than his mother Alberta.   devastated 

He 
! 

K 

thrived 

Martin was born 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Black History Month Essay – Revise and Edit 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

_____   All of the sentences begin with capital letters. 

_____   All of the sentences end with punctuation (. ? !) 

_____   All of the proper nouns are capitalized.  

_____   All of the paragraphs begin with an indentation. 

_____   All of the sentences are complete sentences. 

_____   I read my story aloud 2 times.   

Circle 5 words in your rough draft that might not be spelled 

correctly.   Check the words in a dictionary.  Write them 

correctly below. 

 

 

 

Add a detail to one of the paragraphs.  Write the new detail 

below. 

 

 

 

Choose 2 words in your rough draft that are boring.  Replace 

the boring word with a more interesting words.    Write the new 

words below.   
 

Edit your rough draft by using the checklist and questions below.   

holiday     college        famous       accomplishments       peaceful   

Martin Luther King Sr., his father, was much stricter than his mother Alberta.   

devastated           thrived 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  Martin Luther King Jr. is an important person in United 

States history.   There is a national holiday honoring him on the 3rd 

Monday of January because of his impact on our nation’s history.   

___________________________ 

By:___________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

                 _______________________________________ 

                Martin was born on January 15, 1929.  He had an older sister 

and a younger brother.  Martin Luther King Sr., his father, was much 

stricter than his mother Alberta.  Martin’s grandmother died when he 

was 12, and he was so devastated that he jumped out a 2nd story 

window.  Despite this sad event, Martin thrived in school.  He even got 

to skip 9th grade and 11th grade! 

                  Martin went to college and received his Ph.D. when he was 

only 25 years old.  Many people were inspired by him.  He gave his 

famous “I Have a Dream” speech to over 200,000 people, and 

encouraged others to be nonviolent.  Martin was awarded the Nobel 

                Peace Prize because of all of his accomplishments.   

 Martin Luther King Jr. is a very 

important person in our nation’s history.  He 

encouraged everyone to look past the color of 

people’s skin, and did so in a peaceful way!  

Martin Luther King Jr.’s Life 

John Doe 



Black History Month Map 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

List states that were visited by or important to your famous African American 
below.  Then find and label the state in the map below.   

State 

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

Why it was significant to your famous African American 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Georgia Martin was born in Georgia 

Pennsylvania Martin went to seminary in Pennsylvania 

Michigan Martin led 125,000 people on a Freedom Walk 

Tennessee Martin is shot. 

Pennsylvania 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Black History Month Timeline 
Famous African American: _______________________________ 

Find 5 years in your famous African American’s life that were important.  For 
example, the year they were born, they year they were married, or the year 
they received an award.  Then, create a timeline using these events below.   

Year 

_______________ 

_______________ 

_____________ 

_______________

_______________ 

 

Why it was significant to your famous African American 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

1929 Martin was born in 1929 

1953 

1963 

1964 

1968 

Martin marries Coretta Scott 

Martin gave his famous I Have a Dream speech 

Martin was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 

Martin was assassinated in 1968 

1929 1953 1963 1964 1968 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 



 
 

Thanks for 
buying!  Visit my 
store for other 

products! 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.co

m/Store/Kalena-Baker 
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